POPULATION
More than 3000 kindergarten and first grade students attended SAGE schools in the first two years of the program. Evaluators compared the scores of these students with scores of more than 1600 students in comparable district schools with similar socioeconomic demographics. SAGE classrooms have a student-teacher ratio of 12-15 students to 1 teacher and comparison classes have 21-25:1. SAGE includes 30 schools from 21 Wisconsin districts. Seven of the schools are in Milwaukee. In the school year 1999-00, 46.9% of SAGE students were white, 25.3% African American, 10.4% Native American, 7.8% Latino, 5.2% Asian, 1.6% other (0.3% unavailable). Of these students, 63.4% received free or reduced price lunch. Figure 1 .
Focus
To indicate the significance of these mean score differences and adjust for variables such as family income, attendance and race, evaluators determined an adjusted effect size for the impact of small classes in each of the testing categories: Reading (.157), Language Arts (.230), Mathematics (.427) and total score (.315).
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Though they started first grade with the same academic profiles, African American students made greater gains in the small SAGE classes than African Americans in larger classes. Figure  2 shows CTBS scores for African American SAGE and Comparison students in the second grade.
The SAGE initiative reduced the gap between white and African American student achievement, with the strongest effect observed during the first grade year. By contrast, the achievement gap increased over time in comparison schools.
For the second grade cohort between 1998 and 2000:
M SAGE pretest achievement gap (22 points); second grade gap (21 points).
M Comparison pretest achievement gap (26 points); second grade gap (30 points).
For the third grade cohort between 1997 and 2000:
M SAGE pretest achievement gap (29 points); third grade gap (23 points).
M Comparison pretest achievement gap (15 points); third grade gap (28 points).
The differences in achievement outcomes, related to the type of classroom reduction strategy used, were not statistically significant. In other words, regular small classes, team-teacher classes, shared space and floating teacher classes had similar, positive benefits for student achievement.
According to evaluators, the rigorous curriculum, lighted schoolhouse and staff development components of the SAGE reform model were not According to a survey of 150 first-and secondgrade teachers in SAGE schools, the smaller class sizes allowed for new teaching strategies, including:
M individualized instruction M classroom discussion M hands-on activities M more content coverage M less time dealing with disciplinary problems
Reduced Class Size
According to the evaluators, the most significant factor affecting individual student performance on tests was socioeconomic status (SES), but when this variable was accounted for, class size had the most significant effect on student scores. All of the class size reduction strategies used by SAGE had similar, positive effects.
Individualized Attention
According to SAGE teachers, the most significant factor in improving the learning environment and student achievement in smaller classes was the individualized instruction and attention that these classes allow. In small classes, the teachers understood the strengths and weaknesses of each student and tailored their instructional strategies to these students' unique needs.
Contributing Factors

Classroom Management
The majority of the teachers in small classes reported fewer discipline problems. Through classroom observation and student achievement data, the evaluators found that the more effective teachers used a consistent, decisive and assertive management style to enhance the disciplinary benefits of small class size.
Innovative Instructional Strategies
Because they have fewer discipline problems, small classes allow for student-directed lessons and creative problem-solving assignments, but evaluators warned that these innovative instructional strategies must be grounded in drills that instill an understanding of basics and fundamentals.
uniformly or immediately implemented across the schools, so that they had little impact on achievement in SAGE classroom performance in the first few years. As these initiatives were fully implemented, they positively influenced class size findings. 
GEOGRAPHIC AREAS
SAGE has now been implemented in 46 school districts throughout the state of Wisconsin. Legislation is pending to bring this pilot program to scale in all of the state's school districts.
